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 MINUTES OF KNOWLTON TOWNSHIP 
WARREN COUNTY, NEW JERSEY 
Public Session Meeting Minutes 

September 14, 2020 
 

The meeting of the Knowlton Township Committee was held on this date at the Knowlton Municipal Building, 
628 Route 94, Columbia, New Jersey. This meeting was held by electronic means via ZOOM as a result of the 
COVID-19 pandemic and various executive orders in connection with same and was called to order at 7:00 
p.m. by Mayor Starrs.  

Mayor Starrs led the public in the Pledge of Allegiance.  

Mayor Starrs read the following statements “ This meeting of the Knowlton Township Committee is being held 
in compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act: P: 1975, Chapter 231, noting that notice of all regularly 
scheduled meetings has been published in the New Jersey Herald and/or the Star Gazette as well as providing 
said schedule in the Municipal Clerk’s office.” 
 
ELECTRONIC MEETING STATEMENT:  
In addition, as a result of the State of Emergency issued by Governor Murphy and the various executive orders 
limiting social gatherings, the Township has provided a link and dial-in number for residents to participate in, or 
listen to, this meeting electronically. The public will able to participate and provide comment during the public 
comment section of the meeting. In addition, residents have been encouraged to submit any additional 
comments via email. Those emails will be read into the record during the public portion of the meeting. 

 
Roll Call 
Present: Committeewoman Cuntala, Committeeman McNinch, Deputy Mayor Shipps, Committeeman Van 
Horn, and Mayor Starrs.  
Also present was Township Engineer Ted Rodman, Acting Court Administrator Ruth DeGeorge (Ruth DeGeorge 
had requested to be “Rice Noticed” to discuss with the Committee compensation in public session) and 
Township Attorney Leslie Parikh 
 
Executive Session 
Motion was made by Mayor Starrs, second by Committeewoman Cuntala and carried to approve to go into 
Executive Session at 7:02 p.m. 
2020-110 Resolution Authorizing Executive Session 

WHEREAS, the Open Public Meetings Act; N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 et seq., declares it to be the public policy of the 
State to insure the right of citizens to have adequate advance notice of and the right to attend meetings of 
public bodies at which business affecting the public is discussed or acted upon; and 

WHEREAS, the Open Public Meetings Act also recognized exceptions to the right of the public to attend 
portions of such meetings; and 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Township Committee find it necessary to conduct an executive session closed 
to the public as permitted by the N.J.S.A. 40:4-12; and 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Township Committee will reconvene in public session at the conclusion of the 
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executive session; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Township Committee of the Knowlton Township, 
County of Warren, State of New Jersey that they will conduct an executive session to discuss the following topic 
(s) as permitted by N.J.S.A. 40:4-12:   

A. Personnel 
B. Contract Negotiations 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor and Township Committee hereby declare that their discussion 

of the subject (s) identified above may be made public at a time when the Township Attorney advises them that 
the disclosure of the discussion will not detrimentally affect any right, interest or duty of the Township or any 
other entity with respect to said discussion.   

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor and Township Committee, for the reasons set forth above, 
hereby declare that the public is excluded from the portion of the meeting during which the above discussion 
shall take place. 

Motion made by Mayor Starrs, second by Committeewoman Cuntala and carried to approve to go back to 
Public Session at 7:47 p.m. 

PUBLIC COMMENT−No Public Comments 
 
Acting Court Administrator Ruth DeGeorge asked the committee if she will be compensated for her vacation, 
sick and if she has comp time left when the courts close. Attorney Parikh said that it is in the personnel manual 
for vacation and sick and that she would have to look into comp time compensation.  Mrs. DeGeorge explained 
to the committee that there is just no time for her to take a vacation. The committee all agreed that she needs 
to take time off for her health. Committee decided to have the municipal building closed on Wednesdays since 
that is also the day that the Deputy Clerk is off.  
 
DEPARTMENT REPORTS 
 
Township Engineer Ted Rodman 
Linaberry Road paving has been rescheduled to September 23rd.  
Mayor Starrs asked Mr. Rodman about the new stormwater regulations and what the township needs to do to 
be in compliance. Mr. Rodman explained that he is taking courses. Committeeman McNinch will send Mr. 
Rodman information that he has on new state regulations.  
 
ORDINANCE 

Public Hearing/ Adoption 

2020-06 – An Ordinance of the Township of Knowlton Amending Chapter Section to Require that certain 
parking location to be subject to regulation 3(G)(9)  

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Committee of the Township of Knowlton  have determined that it is necessary to require 
that certain parking locations be subject to regulation; and  
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WHEREAS, the Mayor and Committee of the Township of Knowlton have further determined that it is necessary 
to regulate such parking by requiring permits to be obtained and to establish reasonable restrictions regarding 
same; and 
  
WHEREAS, the Township of Knowlton Ordinance § 174-14.1 provides a schedule identifying such areas where 
parking permits are required; and  
 
WHEREAS, the Mayor and Committee of the Township of Knowlton wish to revise and update said schedule so as 
to add Columbia Street and a portion of Washington Street to said schedule.  
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Mayor and Committee of the Township of Knowlton, Warren County, 
New Jersey, as follows: 
 
Section 1. The Code of the Township of Knowlton is hereby amended by revising Chapter 174, Section 14.1  to 
read as follows:  
 

§ 174-14.1 Schedule IA: Permit Parking. 
 

In accordance with the provisions of § 174-3G, no person shall park a vehicle at any time upon any of the 
following described streets or parts thereof, unless the vehicle shall bear a valid permit: 
 
Name of Street    Location  

Station Road For a distance of 2,785 feet from Route 94 to its 
intersection with  

Kill Road on both sides of the roadway 

Columbia Street From the River to Decatur on both sides of the 
roadway  

Washington Street  From Columbia Street to Green Street on both 
sides of the roadway  

 

Section 2. The Code of the Township of Knowlton is hereby amended by revising Chapter 174, Section 3(G)(9) as 
follows: 

 § 174-3(G) Parking only on Certain Streets 

(9) Any vehicle parked in violation of the parking permit regulations will be subject to a fine of $100.00 or 
removal pursuant to this section. Persons in possession of parking permits who misuse them, including 
obtaining them for purposes other than hunting, fishing, biking, and hiking, are subject to revocation of the 
permits for one year and a fine of $150.00. Any person(s) found to possess an invalid, expired, or 
counterfeit permit shall be subject to a fine of $150.00 

https://ecode360.com/31622813#31622813
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Section 3. All prior ordinances that are inconsistent with this ordinance are repealed. All ordinances are hereby 
amended to be consistent with this ordinance and all ordinances, including this one, shall be construed consistent 
with the express purpose of this ordinance. 

Section 4. This ordinance shall be construed consistent with the purpose stated in section 1 hereof. If any part of 
this ordinance is invalidated by a court of competent jurisdiction, the remainder of this ordinance shall be saved 
to the full extent possible. This ordinance amends provisions of the Knowlton Township Code only where stated 
herein; otherwise this ordinance is amendatory and supplementary to existing provision of the Township of 
Knowlton Code.  

Section 5. This ordinance shall take effect immediately upon approval and publication of notice of adoption as 
provided by law 

Motion made by Mayor Starrs, second by Committeewoman Cuntala and carried to approve to go into public 
hearing 

With no public comment, Motion was made by Mayor Starrs, second by Committeewoman Cuntala and carried 
to approve to close public hearing.  

Motion was made by Mayor Starrs, second by Committeewoman Cuntala and approved by roll call vote: 
Cuntala--yes, McNinch--yes, Shipps--yes, Van Horn--yes, Starrs--yes to adopt Ordinance 2020-06.   

RESOLUTIONS 

2020-111- Resolution Accepting Bid for Sale of Block 55 and Lot 12 in Accordance with Ordinance- 
2019-02  

WHEREAS, pursuant to Ordinance 2019-02,  the Township of Knowlton authorized a sale by public 
auction of certain parcels of real property owned by the Township; and 
WHEREAS, one of the properties auctioned is designated as Block 55 Lot 12 (hereinafter the “Property”); 
and   
WHEREAS, as to the Property, at auction the Township received 1 bid for the .1-acre parcel, the highest 
of which was $2,000; and 
WHEREAS, the Township Committee has determined that it is in the best interests of the Township to 
accept the highest bid. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Township Committee of Knowlton, in the County of Warren, 
State of New Jersey, as follows: 
 SECTION 1. The Township Committee accepts the bid of Mr. Craig Wood in the amount of 
$2,000 for the purchase of the real property designated as Block 55, Lot 12 in “as is” condition.   
 SECTION 2. Closing shall take place on or before ___________. 
 SECTION 3. The sale of the Property is “as is” without conditions and the Township makes no 
statements on either land or environmental issues. 
 SECTION 4. The Mayor and Clerk are hereby authorized to execute the attached contract in 
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substantially the same form. 
 SECTION 5. The Township Attorney is hereby authorized to prepare and the Mayor and Clerk 
are hereby authorized to execute all documents necessary to effectuate the sale and transfer of the 
Property.  

SECTION 6. In the event the successful bidder fails to close on the Property, he/she shall forfeit 
the ten percent (10%) deposit. 
 SECTION 7. This resolution shall take effect immediately. 
Motion made by Mayor Starrs, second by Deputy Mayor Shipps and approved by roll call vote:  
Cuntala—yes, McNinch—abstain, Shipps—yes, Van Horn--abstain, Starrs--yes Resolution 2020-111. 
 
2020-112- Resolution of the Township of Knowlton Authorizing the Use of the Public Rights-of-way 
by Planet Network  

WHEREAS, Planet Networks Inc. ("Planet Networks") is a provider of telecommunications services 
that is authorized by the New Jersey Board of Public Utilities to provide local exchange and 
interexchange telecommunications services throughout New Jersey; and 
 
WHEREAS, Planet Networks has petitioned the municipality for consent to use the public rights-of- 
way to place its telecommunication facilities aerially on existing and new utility poles and/or 
in underground conduit; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Federal Communications Commission has held that that "an effective prohibition 
[under the Telecommunications Act of 1996] occurs where a state or local legal requirement 
materially inhibits a provider's ability to engage in any of a variety of activities related to its 
provision of a covered service ... not only by rendering a service provider unable to provide an 
existing service in a new geographic area or by restricting the entry of a new provider in providing 
service in a particular area, but also by materially inhibiting the introduction of new services or 
the improvement of existing services." Declaratory Ruling and Third Report and Order, WT 
Docket No. 17-79; WC Docket No. 17-84, FCC-18-133A1, at para. 36, p. 15-16; and 
 
WHEREAS, Planet Networks has or will enter into agreements with the utility companies for the 
use of their poles; and 
 
WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 48:3-19 provides that "[t]he consent of the municipality shall be obtained for 
the use by a person of the poles of '-another person unless each person has a lawful right to 
maintain poles in such street, highway or other public place;" and 
 
WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 27:16-6 provides, in part that "[t]he board of chosen freeholders shall not 
grant an easement, right of way, or use in, under or over, any portion of a county road in a 
municipality, unless the governing body of the municipality ... shall consent thereto;" and 
 
WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 46:17-8 provides that "[a]ny telegraph or telephone company organized 
under the laws of this or any other State, or of the United States may erect, construct and 
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maintain the necessary poles, wires, conduits, and other fixtures for its lines, in, upon, along, over 
or under any public street, road or highway, upon first obtaining the consent in writing of the 
owner of the soil to the erection of such poles, and through, across or under any of the waters 
within this State and upon, through or over any other land, subject to the right of the owners 
thereof to full compensation for the same." 
 
WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 54:30A-124(a) provides that a municipality may not impose any fees, taxes, 
levies or assessments in the nature of a local franchise, right of way, or gross receipts fee, tax, 
levy or assessment against telecommunications companies but that a municipality may impose 
reasonable fees for actual services made by any municipal agency; and 
 
WHEREAS, it is in the best interests of the municipality and its citizens to grant consent to Planet 
Networks. 
 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT: 
 
1) That the governing body does hereby grant permission and authority to Planet Networks, 
Inc. to install fiber optic cables and related facilities on existing utility poles within the public 
right-of-way and to install new utility poles, upon the following terms and conditions: 
 

a) Planet Networks shall adhere to all applicable federal, State, and local laws in connection 
with its use of the public right-of-way. 
 

b) Planet Networks shall obtain any applicable permits in connection with the installation of its 
facilities; 

 
c) Planet Networks shall indemnify, defend and hold harmless the municipality, its officials, 

agents, and employees, from and against any claim of liability, damages or loss resulting in 
bodily injury or property damage arising out of Planet Network's use of the public right-of-
way, except to the extent such loss, injury or property damage resulting from the acts or 
omissions of the municipality. 

 
d) Planet Networks shall procure and maintain, at its cost and expense, commercial general 

liability insurance with limits not less than $1,000,000 for injury to or death of one or more 
persons in any one occurrence and $500,000 for damage or destruction to property in any 
one occurrence and shall include the municipality as an additional insured on said insurance 
policy. 

 
e) Planet Networks shall be responsible for the repair of any damage to pavement or any 

structure arising from its construction, installation, or maintenance of its facilities. 
 
f) Notwithstanding any provision contained herein, neither the municipality nor Planet 

Networks shall be liable to the other for consequential, incidental, exemplary, or punitive 
damages on account of any activity pursuant to this consent. 
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g) That the Township of Knowlton is hereby authorized to execute and the Clerk to attest to 

any other documents necessary to effectuate the terms of this resolution. 
 
STATEMENT: This resolution authorizes and consents to Planet Networks, lnc.’s installation of 
fiber optic cables and related facilities on new and existing utility poles and conduits within the public 
rights-of- 
way. 

Robert Boyle from Planet Networks joined the meeting. Mr. Boyle explained Planet Networks services 
to the committee which include fiber optics, phone services, and cable connection.  

Motion made by Mayor Starrs, second by Committeewoman Cuntala and carried to approve 
Resolution 2020-112 

2020-113- Resolution Memorializing Knowlton Township’s Route 80 “S-Curve” Safety, Mobility and 
Congestion Transpiration Problem Statement   

WHEREAS, the curvy section of Route 80 between mile post 0.0 to 1.5 in Knowlton and Hardwick 
Townships, which travels through the Delaware Water Gap, is known as the S-Curve; and 

WHEREAS, this portion of highway serves as entrance to the Delaware Water Gap National Recreation 
Area (DWGNRA) and Worthington State Forest; and 

WHEREAS, on July 22, 2020, as a result of extensive research compiled by the resident I80 Coalition, 
Knowlton Township submitted a S-Curve Safety Problem Statement to the New Jersey Department of 
Transportation (NJDOT) focused on issues of Safety, Mobility, and Congestion in the narrow four-lane 
“s-curve” section; and  

WHEREAS, the S-Curve was built in the 1950s, before the DWGNRA and Worthington State Forest were 
established, when freight traveled primarily by railroad, not highways, and when traffic volumes were 
low, and it has never been improved or upgraded to meet today’s highway standards and park use; and  

WHEREAS, the first curve of the S-Curve, mile post 0 -1.0, contains seven design deficient NJDOT I80 
Right of Way (ROW) entrance and exit ramps; and 

WHEREAS, these seven ramps were not designed to be access points for the four high occupancy 
parking lots which are the property of either NJDOT, DWGNRA, or NJWST and directly border NJDOT 
I80 Right of Way (ROW); and   

WHEREAS, although no accident study was available for review focused on mile post 0-1.0, area 
residents and local Fire and Rescue report this section to be known to have many multi vehicle 
accidents each year, including tractor trailers that flip over the edge, and down the embankment, with 
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several known fatalities in recent years; and  

WHEREAS, a NJDOT 2018 Dewberry Engineering Crash Analysis of mile post 1.0 to 1.5 studying New 
Jersey State Police (NJSP) accident reports from January 1, 2001 to December 31, 2016 identified 633 
motor vehicle accidents with three fatalities and 226 injuries.  367 accident reports involved wet 
roadway conditions including 22 that specifically referenced ponding of water and / or hydroplaning 
and there was no direct evidence that water, mud or debris flow was coming over the concrete barrier 
from the mountain slope; and 

WHEREAS, the NJDOT 2011 HNTB I80 Rockfall Mitigation Project Concept Development Report (2011 
Rockfall CDR) identified crushed and clogged drainpipes in each of the four proposed project areas A, 
B, C and D; and 

WHEREAS, although the NJDOT has known since 2011 that mile post 1.0 – 1.5 S-Curve section of I80 is 
design deficient, and the crash analysis conducted in 2018 noted this section has been known to have a 
58% higher than the state average accident rate,  the NJDOT has not introduced this problem into their 
Capital Improvements Program; and   

WHEREAS, the seven entrance and exit ramps in the first section of the S-Curve between mile post 0.0 
and 1.0 have not been upgraded since the 1950s, do not meet today’s acceleration and deceleration 
standards; and 

WHEREAS, the DWGNRA and NJWSF note parked vehicles and visitor volume on these 7 ramps, with 
visitors attempting to park and walk on these ramps as well as the shoulder of I80, negatively impacts 
traffic on the interstate; and 

WHEREAS, the DWGNRA 2019 Draft Visitor Use Management Plan noted this critical safety issue 
including it as a Near Term Goal, “Conduct a Traffic Safety Management Study with Federal Highway 
Administration (FHWA)”; and   

WHEREAS, the Pennsylvania Department of Transportation (PennDOT) in its Purpose and Need 
Statement for the upcoming Monroe County I80 Expansion Project located 3 miles west of the S-Curve, 
noted the need to plan for the expected doubling of traffic volumes by 2045, citing 2013 volumes 
averaged approximately 47,300-70,500 vehicles par day to increase to 89,200 – 132, 800 vehicles per 
day; and 

WHEREAS, In February 2012, Members of Knowlton Fire and Rescue (KTFR), concerned about public 
safety due to the high number of S-Curve accidents, and their members’ safety responding to these 
accidents, especially due to lack of suitable shoulders, sent a letter to NJDOT requesting signage;  and 

WHEREAS, in the Spring of 2012 Members of KTFR met with Knowlton and Hardwick Township 
Officials, Senator Oroho, Assemblywoman Allison Little McHose, and Assemblyman Gary Chiusano, 
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District 24 (D24) soliciting support for their request for Signage in the S-Curve; and 

WHEREAS, in April 2012, D24 sent a letter to NJDOT supporting the request for “the installation of 
warning signals to alert fast moving motorists of the dangerous road conditions ahead”; and 

WHEREAS, in June 2019, US Congressman Josh Gottheimer sent a letter to NJDOT requesting 
“common-sense solutions to make the ‘S’ curve safer” by: lowering the speed limit to 35 mph, 
prominently displaying the speed limit with brightly-illuminated, flashing signs; and    

WHEREAS, between August 2019 – May 2020, NJDOT did install warning signs before the S-curve 
alerting motorist of the dangerous S-Curve ahead, new  speed limit signs before the S-Curve, more 
than 5 new arrow signs on one curve where they never existed before, and more than 9 arrow signs 
that had been taken out by tractor trailer accidents over the years and never replaced; and    

WHEREAS, in July 2019, NJDOT responded to Congressman Gottheimer’s request to lower the speed 
limit to 35mph, stating this was not permitted as per N.J.P.L. 1997, Chapter 415, R.S.39:4-98; and 

WHEREAS, in Sept. 2019, Congressman Gottheimer asked NJDOT to review N.J.P.L. 1997, Chapter 415, 
R.S.39:4-98 regarding the speed limit on interstate highways, to double check that the speed limit in 
the S-Curve cannot be lowered as previously claimed; and 

WHEREAS, a Oct. 25, 2019, NJDOT Commissioner wrote in response to Congressman Gottheimer, “as 
the Commissioner of NJDOT, I have the authority to change the speed limit on an interstate whenever 
it shall be determined upon the basis of an engineering and traffic investigation that any speed 
hereinbefore set forth is greater or less than a reasonable or safe under the condition found to exist at 
any intersection or other place upon any part of highway”; and 

WHEREAS, the Oct. 25, 2019, NJDOT letter referenced above also stated the NJDOT’s Bureau of Traffic 
Engineering will conduct a speed study along this portion to make a determination regarding the speed 
limit throughout the “S-Curve”; and 

WHEREAS, to date, concerned Knowlton residents, local municipalities, local official and EMS have not 
seen nor heard any communication regarding the outcome of the speed study and the speed limit 
remains at 50mph; and  

WHEREAS, the above noted history begins in 2011 and documents a neglect of known drainage issues, 
federal design deficiencies, a reluctance to take action on requested ways to make the S-Curve safer, 
and incorrectly interpreted law that is designed to allow for the possibility of lowering the speed limit 
when deemed appropriate; and 

WHEREAS, neither NJDOT nor the North Jersey Transportation Planning Authority have S-Curve safety 
issues on publicly available future project lists.  
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, this resolution memorializes the Knowlton Township Committee’s 
submission of  the S-Curve Safety, Mobility and Congestion Transportation Problem Statement Request 
on July 22, 2020. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Township Committee of Knowlton supports Congressman Gottheimer’s 
June 2019 request for a speed study and requests an update from the NJDOT on the timeline for the 
speed study. 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Township Committee of Knowlton requests arrow signs be put up on 
the Westbound, Mount Tammany side just before the entrance to the NJDOT lot to alert eastbound 
motorists of the sharp curve to the right where no arrow signs exist.   
 
Motion made by Mayor Starrs, second by Committeewoman Cuntala and carried to approve 
resolution 2020-113.  
       

2020-114- Resolution Urging Residents to Request an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) on the 
Route 80 Rockfall Mitigation Project    

WHEREAS, as the recipient of federal transportation funds for the Route 80 Rockfall Mitigation Project, the New 
Jersey Department of Transportation (NJDOT) is required to comply with the Federal Highway Administration’s 
(FHWA) implementation of the National Environmental Protection Act (NEPA) regulations; and  

WHEREAS, NEPA requires full disclosure of both positive and negative impacts for a project; and  

WHEREAS, an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) is a rigorous level of study that can be applied to large, 
complex NJDOT projects and is required by NEPA (under 23 CFR 771.123-127) for actions “significantly affecting 
the quality of the human environment;” and  

WHEREAS, the NJDOT is not currently calling for an EIS on this project and is instead opting for a less substantial 
review called an Environmental Assessment or EA; and  

WHEREAS, this $58 million project may cause social, economic, and environmental impacts that meet the legal 
definition of “significant” that include: 

• Loss of livelihood for area families: 25% of all jobs in the region are due to travel and tourism, 
which creates $3.3 billion in economic activity for the region. Four to five years of construction 
on the main thoroughfare may have serious and longterm consequences for families in this 
industry 

• Permanent impacts to the scenic resources of a national park:  the Delaware Water Gap National 
Recreation Area 

• Impacts to the Appalachian National Scenic Trail 
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• Permanent damage to Mount Tammany, which is part of the Delaware Valley Water Gap 
Macrosite IBA and is a Natural Heritage Priority Site 

• Permanent impact on rare geology, the Delaware Water Gap, which has national recognition 

WHEREAS, in letters dated July 12, 2018 and September 4, 2019 the NJDOT denied requests for a study of the 
economic and commercial impacts of this project on the basis that there will be “unimpeded traffic flow” during 
this four- to- five-year construction project that will involve using extensive blasting and explosives on Mount 
Tammany; and 

WHEREAS, the NJDOT has written that “unimpeded traffic flow” will occur despite the fact that computer 
modeling shows  tractor-trailers cannot pass through the proposed construction zone’s narrowed and curving 
lanes without contact; and  

WHEREAS, the NJDOT asserts that detours will not be necessary, yet high traffic volume, duration of 
construction, and requisite blasting with explosives make it likely that congestion will occur; and  

WHEREAS, all the above illustrate the critical need for an EIS, which will provide a deeper level of study 
regarding the impacts of the proposed project. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the Township Committee of Knowlton urges all citizens to submit 
a letter requesting an EIS on the Route 80 Rockfall Mitigation Project in Knowlton and Hardwick 
Townships to the NJDOT and FHWA using the link at the I80 Coalition website at 
www.rockdiculous.com.  Alternately, letters can also be emailed to:  I80rockfall@dot.nj.gov and 
valeriya.remezova@dot.gov. 

Motion made by Mayor Starrs, second by Committeewoman Cuntala and carried to approve resolution 2020-
114. Committee approved for Mayor Starrs to put a link on the township website.  

2020-115- Resolution Authorizing Entry of Shared Service Agreement for Municipal Court Services 
between Knowlton Township and for the Township of Allamuchy  

WHEREAS, the Uniform Shared Services and Consolidation Act, N.J.S.A. 40A:65-1, et. seq., 
authorizes municipalities to enter into agreements for the exchange and sharing of services; and 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 2B:12-1(c) allows two or more municipalities, by ordinance or resolution, 
to agree to provide jointly for courtrooms, chambers, equipment, supplies and employees for their 
municipal courts and agree to appoint judges and administrators without establishing a joint municipal 
court; and 

WHEREAS, Allamuchy and Knowlton recognize the benefit to their respective communities in 
sharing Municipal Courts; and 

 
 WHEREAS, Allamuchy and Knowlton agree that a partnership to advance this shared service 
should be developed between the entities and is authorized by N.J.S.A. 2B:12-1, et seq. and N.J.S.A. 
40A:65-1, et. seq.; and 
 

http://www.rockdiculous.com/
mailto:I80rockfall@dot.nj.gov
mailto:valeriya.remezova@dot.gov
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 WHEREAS, reductions in state aid and increased operating expenses are leading many 
municipalities in New Jersey to consolidate municipal courts; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the consolidation of municipal court operations can save costs by reducing the 
number of court facilities, reducing staff size, sharing court security measures, expanding management’s 
scope of control and consolidating administrative oversight, and 
 
 WHEREAS, at this time both Knowlton and Allamuchy are desirous of entering into the attached 
Shared Service Agreement, subject to approval by the Administrative Office of the Courts and the 
Vicinage Assignment Judge. 
 
  
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, as follows: 
 

1. All of the statements of the preamble are repeated and are incorporated herein by this reference 
thereto as though the same were set forth at length. 
 

2. On behalf of the Township of Knowlton, the Mayor and the Clerk are hereby authorized to 
execute the Shared Services Agreement with the Township of Allamuchy that is annexed hereto 
as Exhibit “A” and any other documents necessary in furtherance of same.  

Motion made by Mayor Starrs, second by Committee Cuntala and approved by roll call vote: Cuntala-
-yes, McNinch--yes, Shipps--yes, Van Horn--yes, Starrs--yes, Resolution 2020-115. 

 
2020-116- Renewal of Licenses for 2020-2021 L’ Auberg De France t/a Buckwood Bistro  

WHEREAS, the following renewal application has been completed, the proper fees have been paid to 
the Division of Alcoholic Beverage Control and the Township of Knowlton; and  
 
WHEREAS, the licensee is qualified according to all statutory, regulatory and local government NJABC 
laws and regulation.  
 
 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Township Committee of the Township of Knowlton, 
County of Warren, State of New Jersey approves the following NJABC liquor license renewal:  
 

L’ Auberg De France t/a Buckwood Bistro 2113-33-001-002 
 
Motion made by Committeeman McNinch, second by Mayor Starrs and carried to approve 
resolution 2020-116. 
 

2020-117- Payment of Vouchers  

BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Committee of the Township of Knowlton, Warren County, New 
Jersey, that all claims attached are hereby approved as reasonable and proper claims against the 
Township of Knowlton.  
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THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that approval for payment is hereby given to the Chief Financial Officer to 
pay said claims, subject to the availability of funds. 

Motion made by Mayor Starrs, second by Committeewoman Cuntala and approved by roll call vote: 
Cuntala—yes, McNinch—yes, Shipps—yes, Van Horn—yes, Starrs--yes to Resolution 2020-17   

OLD BUSINESS 
Re-Opening Playground−Motion made by Mayor Starrs, second by Committeewoman Cuntala and 
carried to approve to open the playground at tunnel field 7 days a week with Recreation Director 
Dennis Lembeck cleaning one time a day between 6 pm and 7 pm. Mayor Starrs volunteered to clean a 
second time on days when there is high use of the playground. Contingent on the Insurance agent’s ok. 
Committee also agreed for Mr. Lembeck to purchase a backpack sprayer for disinfecting the 
playground and pavilion.  

Tru-Green−Committeewoman Cuntala confirmed that Tru-green should not be using any chemicals on 
at tunnel field with the exception of anti-tick treatment.  

NEW BUSINESS 
Zoning Board of Adjustment Recommendations--Committee agreed with the Zoning Boards 
recommendations to revise Township ordinances regarding overnight truck parking and idling on Route 
46.  Committee discussed possible impacts to Route 46 if warehouse complex in White Township 
opens. Mayor Starrs to speak to Zoning Office Eric Snyder to put some language together for a later 
meeting.  
  
Rabies Clinic--Clerk Shipps stated that the Rabies Clinic will be held earlier this year on Saturday 
November 14. Social distancing, mask wearing, and hand sanitizing guidelines will be followed. Clerk 
Shipps stated that they may need more help and that a truck might need to be moved out of the DPW 
garage to ensure that we can have social distancing.  
 
Draft Revisions to Existing Knowlton Beach Ordinance--Discussion took place regarding the draft. 
Some minor changes were made. Mayor Starrs explained that state law says that the beach cannot be 
restricted only residents.  So the signs that state for Knowlton residents only need to come down. Fees 
for the campground have been increased in the draft. Committeeman Van Horn will speak to the 
campground owners. Committee also discussed the agreement between the Township and the 
campground. Clerk Shipps is to speak to the insurance Agent and ask what insurance coverage should 
be from the campground. There was also a discussion regarding restrictions on when they can use the 
boat launch. Committee agreed from dawn to dusk.  

Paving of Linaberry Road September 16, 2020-- Mayor Starrs explained that Linaberry Road paving is 
pushed off until September 23rd and also told the committee that Starlite Road will not be paved this 
year.  Hemlock is still on schedule for paving this season.   



 

September 14, 2020  
Page 14 | 15 
 

Upper Mount Bethel, PA, Industrial Park Update−Mayor Starrs explained that there is a warehouse 
that is being built in Upper Mount Bethel, PA and they do not know what type of warehousing it is 
going to be.   

Press Conference re: NJDOT Route 80 Rockwall, 6:00PM, September 16, 2020−Mayor Starrs explained 
that the other towns that Knowlton has been working with have decided to have a press conference 
since the NJDOT had blocked officials from the public advisory group.  

New Stormwater Regulations−Discussed during department reports.  

Agricultural Advisory Committee−Motion was made by Mayor Starrs, second by Committeewoman 
Cuntala and carried to approve to have Committeeman McNinch replace Ron Farber, who has stepped 
down, on the Agricultural Advisory Committee.  
 
General Election/ Election Box −Clerk Shipps explained that the general election will be held for both 
districts at the Brook Hollow Winery Pavilion. The Knowlton Municipal Building is too small to allow for 
social distancing with large numbers of people.  Clerk Shipps also explained that an secure election 
box, where mail-in ballots can be deposited, will be place at the Knowlton Township Municipal 
building. 
 

CORRESPONDENCE 
Mayor Starrs said that Clean Community day will be held on October 22nd. 8 am registration. There is a 
limit of 10 people per group and will be provided with mask, hand sanitizers, gloves and garbage bags.  
 
Mayor Starrs received a text from Don Biery from the high school and asked if he and his wife can 
organize a drive thru trick or treat. Mayor Starrs is to get more information and Clerk Shipps is to reach 
out to the insurance agent.  
 
Mayor Starrs said that the tax rate for Knowlton Township is out and the municipal tax is the only thing 
that stayed the same from last year everything else went up. Tax rate total is 3.599 per $100 home 
valuation.  
 
MEETING MINUTES 
August 10, 2020 Executive Session Meeting Minutes--Motion made by Mayor Starrs, second by 
Deputy Mayor Cuntala and carried to approve August 10, 2020 Executive Session Meeting Minutes.   
 
August 10, 2020 Public Session Meeting Minutes--Motion made by Committeewoman Cuntala, 
second by Mayor Shipps and carried to approve August 10, 2020 Public Session Meeting Minutes.  
 
August 17, 2020 Executive Session Meeting Minutes−Motion made by Deputy Mayor Shipps, second 
by Mayor Starrs and carried to approve August 17, 2020 Executive Session Meeting Minutes.  
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August 17, 2020 Public Session Meeting Minutes−Motion mad by Mayor Starrs, second by Deputy 
Mayor Shipps and carried to approve August 17, 2020 Public Session Meeting Minutes.   
    
PUBLIC COMMENT—No public comments. 
 
Executive Session 

Motion was made by Mayor Starrs, second by Committeewoman Cuntala and carried to approve to 
go into Executive Session at 9:50 p.m. 
2020-118 Resolution Authorizing Executive Session 

WHEREAS, the Open Public Meetings Act; N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 et seq., declares it to be the public 
policy of the State to insure the right of citizens to have adequate advance notice of and the right to 
attend meetings of public bodies at which business affecting the public is discussed or acted upon; and 

WHEREAS, the Open Public Meetings Act also recognized exceptions to the right of the public to 
attend portions of such meetings; and 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Township Committee find it necessary to conduct an executive 
session closed to the public as permitted by the N.J.S.A. 40:4-12; and 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Township Committee will reconvene in public session at the 
conclusion of the executive session; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Township Committee of the Knowlton 
Township, County of Warren, State of New Jersey that they will conduct an executive session to discuss 
the following topic (s) as permitted by N.J.S.A. 40:4-12:   

A. Attorney Advice  
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor and Township Committee hereby declare that their 
discussion of the subject (s) identified above may be made public at a time when the Township 
Attorney advises them that the disclosure of the discussion will not detrimentally affect any right, 
interest or duty of the Township or any other entity with respect to said discussion.   

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor and Township Committee, for the reasons set forth 
above, hereby declare that the public is excluded from the portion of the meeting during which the 
above discussion shall take place. 

Motion made by Mayor Starrs, second by Committeewoman Cuntala and carried to approve to go 
back to Public Session at 9:53 p.m. 

 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
Motion was made by Mayor Starrs, second by Committeewoman Cuntala and carried to adjourn 
tonight’s Township meeting at 9:53 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Kristin Shipps 
Municipal Clerk 


