KNOWLTON TOWNSHIP ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION

Naturally Knowlton Green Team
628 Rt. 94, Columbia, NJ 07832 | knowlton.environmental@gmail.com

MINUTES OF THE WORK SESSION
Tuesday, July 21, 2026

Date / Time July 21, 2026 — convened 6:30 p.m.; adjourned 8:00 p.m.
Location Knowlton Township Municipal Building, 628 Rt. 94, Columbia, NJ
Meeting Type Work Session (the Commission’s first Work Session)

Recording The meeting was recorded.

Call to Order, Pledge & Open Public Meetings Act Statement

The Co-Chair called the work session to order and led the Pledge of Allegiance. The Open Public Meetings Act
statement was read into the record: this is a work session of the Knowlton Township Environmental
Commission, held in compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act, N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 et seq. Notice of the
meeting and the agenda were posted on the Township’s official website and on the Municipal Building
bulletin board, and the meeting was being recorded. It was noted that, work sessions are reserved for non-
voting matters or emergent issues, and that no formal action or vote would be taken unless a matter is
emergent as permitted by law.

Roll Call & Quorum

Members present: Vince Gaeta, Lenny Clifford, and Tara Mezzanotte.

Absent — excused — optional attendance): Michelle St. Andre; Jaime Murray (medical), Rick Clarkson, Jim
Ashe

Also present: Pam Rusweiler, Naturally Knowlton Green Team volunteer.

Quorum: A quorum was present. For practice and for the record, the Co-Chair also read the statement that
would be used if a quorum were not present (the work session would continue informally, with no motions
or votes, and a summary prepared for the record).

Sustainable Jersey Certification — Administrative Work

This was the sole item of business. The Co-Chair reviewed the purpose of the work session: administrative
work supporting the Township’s Sustainable Jersey certification — discussing, reviewing, organizing, and
documenting existing and potential Sustainable Jersey actions. Each action is documented on a standardized
action form designed to optimize Sustainable Jersey points and to connect the action to the Township Master
Plan and to the Environmental Commission and Green Team missions. This was the Commission’s first
working session using this process; matters requiring formal action will be placed on a future regular meeting
agenda.
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OEM Community Preparedness & Emergency Communications Program (existing)

The Commission reviewed the draft Sustainable Jersey action form for the Township’s Office of Emergency
Management programs, coordinated by Vince Gaeta. The action was renamed from “initiative” to “program”
to reflect that it is ongoing. The form documents three OEM programs: (1) an extreme-temperature event
plan with designated warming/cooling centers; (2) an emergency-communications plan coordinating with
Warren County 911 and OEM alert systems; and (3) outreach to vulnerable residents through the Register
Ready New Jersey Special Needs Registry. Draft Master Plan connections and potential Sustainable Jersey
points (emergency-management category) were reviewed. Members also discussed adding local industrial

hazardous-materials awareness (e.g., the Air Liquide evacuation zone) to the program’s scope.

No formal action taken (work session).

Action: Vince to verify the Master Plan citations, review the draft form, and confirm or locate the
Register Ready registry (perhaps creating one if the Township does not have it); Tara to send the edited
version to Vince for his review.

Recycling Initiative (new)
Pam Rusweiler volunteered to serve as lead for a recycling initiative. Discussion included:

e Pam noted the Township’s low reported recycling rate (~16%) and concerns that recyclables such as
cardboard may not always be handled or credited properly by the hauler (Sanico), and that recycling
dropped at the Oxford facility may not be credited to Knowlton.

e The need to ensure residents have proper recycling containers (blue bins / larger bins).

e Tara updated Pam on guidance already obtained from Dave Deck (Warren County solid-
waste/recycling) on process and tonnage credit; consensus to invite him to an upcoming meeting, at
his convenience, on a meeting night.

e Lenny Clifford reported that Frank Van Horn (Farm Bureau) is willing to support a farm-tire recycling
effort (tires accepted at Oxford), tying into the earlier tire-recycling discussion.

e Outreach and education as a Sustainable Jersey action — using the future Naturally Knowlton
Facebook page shared into the local Knowlton community pages to share recycling information.

No formal action taken (work session).

Action: Tara to prepare and send the Sustainable Jersey action documentation to Pam so she can review
the Title and Description so the initiative can be presented at a regular meeting for the Commission to
adopt and to request Township Committee approval, with Pam as lead.

Additional possible new actions raised for future consideration
The following were raised for possible future action, to be developed only if a lead steps forward and
consistent with the Master Plan and Sustainable Jersey principles:

e Natural gas line interest — Vince to look into the potential benefits and whether the Township
Committee might express support via resolution for gas utility; to be brought to a regular meeting.
e Community solar — Lenny noted as a valuable opportunity; needs a champion.

® Possible expansion of the Commission / Green Team roster (up to nine) to recruit additional action
leads such as Community solar.
Public Comment

Discussion centered on the role of Naturally Knowlton Green Team volunteers who lead actions —
specifically, that a volunteer leading an action (such as Pam Rusweiler) should be seated at the table and
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included in discussion rather than treated as general public. Green Team member and how/if they are listed
on the town website is an item on the upcoming Regular Meeting Agenda. We can discuss this at that time

Adjournment

Motion: A motion to adjourn the work session was made by Lenny and seconded by Vince.
Result: Approved by those present.

Next Actions - To Bring to the Next Regular Meeting (August 4, 2026)

1. Recycling Program — Tara to prepare the Sustainable Jersey action documentation for Pam.
Pam/Lenny to update at Aug Regular Meeting and when ready have on an agenda to present for
adoption

2. OEM Community Preparedness & Emergency Communications Program — Tara to send edits to
Vince; Vince to confirm the Master Plan citations and the Register Ready registry; Vince to update
Commission and when ready have on agenda to present for adoption.

3. Natural Gas Line & Community Solar — Vince and Lenny to update at Regular Meeting. To be put on
the TBD SJ Action list

Approved as Final: September 1, 2026. Motion: Vince, Second: Lenny, Vote AIF Passed, 3-0
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